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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


Purtuant to youx directiv«, £ bsdttted S«Mtor Jdbt F. Kts; 
on Saturday, July 2i, aad S«a«tor Lyndou B* Jo^soa oa THureda^ , 
July ^8, at l^ir r«E^»ectivtt rcsidiencua, at Hymaaia Pert, li* a s ‘mat t 
aad at tha Johsaeu Ramdi is ’tmssM. Each briafiag ecrtrurar) sligfetl 
ovur two houre myi the c ^udidatea were aloaa with asm thrt>u§hout iha 
briefing. 

The two brieflni^ covered the same ge»trel euhjett matte i 
namely, receaot dewelopmente la Slno-Sovlet jjolleyi an aasiyeis >i 
Soviet etratogic attack eapabilitles in missiles ai^ long^'rttoge b<m obe 
and of Soviet nuclear testing p rior to the mor&tortom and the bad^ > 
ground of [ This was folUwed by develo| meets in 

the Berlin situation, in Cuba and the Congo aad in otl^r strategic Uy 
important areas including the Middle East, Iran, the Fortm^aa M* aiti , 
and Comzmmiet China; also NATO problems ^uad Fraaee and Algeria. 

Both candidates were particularly IniereMed to devdldptne tt^ 
that might arise during the campsign, parfeLculariy with regird to 
Berlin, Cuba, and the Congo. 


Followieg jfte briefing on Soviet missile devetopitMui:#,. is atoi 
Kennedy asked how we oureelwis stood in toe miesile rac*. I ro| i«d 
toal toe Defense Department was the competent authority ar thit 
tion and toe Senator remarked that he hoped tp see Secretaiy G^lP; s 
and aleo expressed a desire to have a talk with Secretary I 

eaid that X would mantidn this to you which £ had toe opportunity c 
doing at toe NSC Meeting on Monday, July ^S. 

S«sator Kennedy aleo asked my opinion aa to the Ukadiho»^ of 
an early attack on toe Off shore Islands in toe Taiwan Stralto ixd q- 
q^uired about the presiuEd status of the Nuclear Test Conference. 
eaid he desired to have ancsther briefing when he returned tu ad.ingi 


. f '.'JTI.'.'" '■ ■ S’ j C 
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Senator Johnson, in addition to Ms pastienlar intort gt ir 
Soviet mltill* devolopmont, govo particoLt.r ottontton to dovniaij- 
moots in the Caribbean, incl%nilng Moidco. 

In Jfoply to my inqniry *» to whothor ho ooqpoctod to havo »ny 
mootings of hit Pvo}pa3Reda*o* Subcommitteo tthon Congrooii roco"*-" 
vonod. Senator Johasoa aald ho did not think it was Ukoly naiooi the 
iosuo of importaxst additional dofoaao onp^mdlturoa came boforo WiO 
Congroaa. 


Botii candidatoo mado brief ahstemonte to the proas loik>o ing 
the brlofinga* Senator Koonedy wao informal, oxproeoing ippr*« U- 
tion for the briefing. Senator Johneon read a short etatemer.t wh ch 
he showed to me before he read It. A copy is appended. 

Rospeetfnlly yours. 


Alien W. Dulles 
Director 
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by Senator Lyncton B. Johaeoo » July 2d, 1940 

(no place of lesue, but It w&a iseued at the JLBJ Raadb, Jebsiaoa C .tv 
Texas. ) 

Mr, Dulles aad 1 have had a fraak and fraitfttl disevuisior . { 
many of the key iuteru/a.tian&l problems facing u\merica today. 

We covered the ma^or trouble spots tn the woiid and the iciest 
iafonnatioa available to our intelligeace sources. 

While ^s meeting was arranged at the suggestion of the 
President, It is not a new experience for me. Mr. DuUes and I htve 
had many prior diseussione and mestlngs of a similar nature In rclati. 
to my respoasibilitlee as Senat e Majority leader and Chairman o the 
Senate Aeronautical and Space Sciences <^mmittee. Naturally, U 
information is of a highly classified nature. I do not Intend tc go irato 
matters which are properly the subject of security. 

But I thick It should be made crystal clear to the masters ^ f 
the Communist world that there ie no divleion In America whe^. it 
cornea to the <^uestloe of Communism, bowever vigorous bhe forth 
coming campaign may be and however sharp the language that miiv be 
used from time to tinfM», both parties are absclutely united in theii 
determined opposition to Communls/n. 

For that reason 1 bslieve these briefiage have a distbict vai re. 
They give us a common front of knowledge upon uddeh to draa* and 
they act as a symbol of the fact that in tlm UMted Slates, political 
activity is a method of ssiectlng our leadership and not of tearlEis , ar 
country to pieces. 

One thing Is clear to all Americans, simply from the evezd 
of the past weeks and months, that is toe simple fact that nothing h .s 
occurred to abate toe Communiet threat to the peace of toe Free W ^rU 
or to give any justiflf^ation for complacency -- either by the Goven - 
ment or by the American people. 

End 
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